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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DACCA 02024 040329Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 
INR-IO L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-I5 
ICA-20 /080W 

094494 0420I9Z/47 

R 030924Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8720 
INFO AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

UNCLAS DACCA 2024 

E.O. 11652 : N/A 

TAGS : PINT, SHUM, BG 

SUBJECT : ZIA RENEWS PLEDGE OF RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM IN BANGLADESH 

1 . PRESIDENT ZIA MARCH 3 1 ST TRAVELED TO KHULNA TO INAU- 
GURATE A HINDU RELIGIOUS CONEERENCE AND TOOK THE OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO REITERATE THAT RELIGIOUS RIGHTS OF ALL SEC- 
TIONS OF THE PEOPLE WOULD BE RESPECTED. IN A SHORT 
SPEECH, ZIA DECLARED "WE ARE ALL HUMAN BEINGS AND WE 
ARE ALL BANGLADESHIS' EACH OF US HAS TO PLAY OUR DUE 
ROLE EOR ACHIEVING THE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF THE 
NATION." 

2. COMMENT: ZIA'S REMARKS WERE APPARENTLY WELL RECEIVED 
AND MAY SERVE TO ALLAY ANY SUSPICIOUS AMONG HINDUS 
THAT THEY WOULD BE HURT BY ZIA'S ELIMINATION OF "SECU- 
LARISM" AS A STATE GOAL UNDER THE CONSITUTION. 

SCHNEIDER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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